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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EEC, LE 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE BY EC-9 TO LEBANON 

REF: THE HAGUE 3658 

IN THE COURSE OF CONVERSATION ON OTHER SUBJECTS, MFA 
POLITICAL DIRECTOR RUTTEN INFORMED CHARGE THAT ICRC HAD NOW 
ADVISED EC-9 THAT PROPOSED HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO 
VICTIMS OF LEBANESE CONFLICT WOULD NOT BE FEASIBLE IN 
PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES. PROBLEMS CITED IN PARTICULAR 
WERE ADVERSE IMPLICATIONS OF DEALING DIRECTLY WITH SO- 
CALLED AUTHORITIES OF RIVAL FACTIONS AND LIKELIHOOD 
THAT IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE TO SELECT VICTIMS ON A NON- 
DISCRIMINATORY BASIS. ICRC APPARENTLY REFERRED TO PROSPECT 
ONLY SAFE MEANS OF DEPARTURE NOW LAY IN CHRISTIAN AREAS. 
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